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The Research Pitfalls on GDP in Chinese Economic History

Du Xuncheng & Li Jin
Abstract; The study of GDP in ancient and modern Chinese economic history has gained popularity in
academia recently. But among these scholarly attempts, some general problems emerge, which hinder
us from understanding ancient and modern Chinese society in its real sense; it also poses disadvantages
for making cross-country and cross-societal comparisons. The main error lies in the evaluation
approach they use which deviates from the standardized definition of GDP. Their measurements are
also questionable in many respects. Since most scholars use econometric models for GDP calculation,
model design and the accumulation of baseline data are crucial components. It is not advisable to use
GDP as a universal standard for comparing China’s dualistic transition (during ancient transitional
society and modern society) with Western capitalist countries.
Key words: GDP research, ancient and modern China, economic history, econometric methodology,

universal standard
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